15- Important Lessons - Chapter 4 - Tawheed - Shirk Opposes Tawheed

From the works of Imam Abdul-‘Aziz Bin Baz Rahimahulah Ta’ala

Presented by Sheikh Saleh As-Saleh Hafithahulah Ta’ala
Bismilah, Al-Rahman Al-Raheem. Alhamdulilahi Rab Al-‘Alameen wa salla Allahu ‘ala Muhammedan wa ‘ala aalahi wasahbihi wassalam. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.  All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.  I testify there is no true God worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammed is Allah’s true Slave and Messenger.  May Allah’s salah and Salam be upon the Prophet, his pure family and his noble companions and those that follow on their path until the day of resurrection.  May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala make us from them.  Wal-hamdulilah Rab Al-‘Alameen.

In this chapter, the sheikh rahimahulah talked about the categories of Tawheed.  They are 3:

1) Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah

2) Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah

3) Tawheed Al-Isma’ wa Sifaat

As to the first one: Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah-it means singling Allah alone as the creator and as the possessor of the kingdom.  To Him belongs the creation and the commandments and He is the one who runs all the affairs.  This type of Tawheed is what the mushriks (pagans) attested too, Allah the Most-High says:

Al-Mu’minun (23)-86 & 87: Say: "Who is (the) Lord of the seven heavens, and (the) Lord of the Great Throne?" 87. They will say: "Allâh." Say: "Will you not then fear Allâh (believe in His Oneness, obey Him, believe in the Resurrection and Recompense for each and every good or bad deed)."
The second category of Tawheed: Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah which means singling Allah alone in all worships having that done sincerely for him such as invocations, making vows, sacrifices etc. and this is the message of all messengers from the first one to the final one.  They called their respective nations to that and in the message of the Prophet Muhammed salla Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam is for all mankind calling to single Allah alone as the only true god worthy of worship.  Allah says:
An-Nahl (16)-36: And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allâh (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Tâghût (all false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Tâghût besides Allâh)."
The third category: Tawheed Al-Asma’ wa Sifaat- to single Allah alone as the one qualified with the most perfect attributes and names, affirming all of His names and attributes to Him in a manner that befits His Majesty resembling Him to no one or to any thing affirming them without figurative interpretation, without distortion of their meaning, without negating their meaning and without describing a manner nor likening Him to anything.  As He the Most-High asserted: 
Ash-Shura (42) -11: There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 
These are the categories of Tawheed.  The thing that opposes Tawheed is known as shirk and the shirk means directing any kind of worship to other than Allah like invocation, seeking help, seeking refuge, making vows to other than Allah in that which only Allah is able to do or deliver.  
The categories of Shirk are 3:
1) Greater Shirk

2) Lesser Shirk

3) Concealed or hidden Shirk

In origin people were on Tawheed as was stated by Ibn ‘Abbas radi Allahu ‘anhuma who said that between Adam and Nuh there were 10 generations-all of them upon Islam.  
Imam Ibnul Qayyim said that this statement is the correct one same with Ibn Kathir.  The first occurrence of shirk took place from amongst the people of Nuh ‘alayhi salaatu wassalam.  

The greater shirk necessitates the invalidity of deeds and eternal punishment in Hell if the person dies on that.  Allah says:

Al-An’am (6)-88:  But if they had joined in worship others with Allâh, all that they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.

Shirk is the greatest sin.  Abdullah bin Mas’ud radi Allahu ta’ala ‘anhu asked the Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam: what is the greatest sin?  He said: that you set up a rival to Allah while He is the one who created you.  

This is great injustice, oppression and transgression.  This is concerning the Ash-Shirk Al-Akbar, the greater shirk.  It nullifies the deeds and renders them futile.  This is replete in the Qur’an.  Anyone who dies on this sin then he will not be forgiven and Paradise will be forbidden for him as Allah ta’ala asserted:

An-Nisaa (4)-48: Verily, Allâh forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases, and whoever sets up partners with Allâh in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin. 

And Allah says:

 Al-Ma’idah (5)-72: Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allâh, then Allâh has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode.  And for the Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong​doers) there are no helpers. 
 Ibn Mas’ud radi Allahu ‘anhuma related that the Messenger sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam said: whoever dies while invoking others besides Allah will be admitted to Hellfire.  
From the types of major shirk are the following:

1) Invoking the dead or idols.  Allah reminds us concerning the pagans:


Qur’an Az-Zumar (39)-3: And those who take Auliyâ' 
(protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): "We 
worship them only that they may bring us near to 
Allâh."

And from the type of this shirk is the seeking of deliverance and 
rescue in these objects of worship.  Allah has warned against this:

Yunus (10)-106 & 107: "And invoke not besides 
Allâh, any that will neither profit you, nor hurt you, 
but if 
(in case) you did so, you shall certainly be one of 
the Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong-doers). "107.  And 
if Allâh touches you with hurt, there is none who can 
remove it but He

The difference between seeking deliverance and rescue and du’aa 
(invocation) is that the du’aa is general regarding all situations.  
However, al-‘istighatha which means seeking deliverance and 
rescue-it is the invocation of Allah at times of distress and 
hardships.  

Also from the types of greater shirk is making vows to these 
objects of worship and sacrificing for them and the like because 
making vows is a worship.  Also sacrificing and slaughtering is a 
worship which cannot be directed except to Allah.


In the hadith of Ali radi Allahu ta’ala ‘anhu said that the Prophet 
of Allah sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam told me four words.  He 
said the curse of Allah be upon the one who sacrifices for other 
than Allah, and Allah’s curse be upon those who curses their 
parents and the curse of Allah be upon the one who gives 
protection and helps the muhadith (the one who makes mischief 
or innovates in the religion) and Allah’s curse be upon the person 
who changes the marks of the land-meaning its limits.  

These are from the types of Major Shirk.  As to the lesser Shirk-it refers to that which is affirmed in the textual proof of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, affirmed as being shirk but not of the type of the major ones.  Like showing off in deeds, like swearing by other than Allah, like saying whatever Allah wills and such and such wills and the like.  And As-Shirk al-Asghar- the lesser shirk covers every means and way that leads to the greater shirk, from intentions, sayings and actions which don’t reach the level of worship.  
The Prophet ‘alayhi salaatu wassalam said the thing that I fear most for you is the lesser shirk.  And he was asked about that and the Prophet salla Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam replied al-riyaa’-meaning showing off.  
This is a major defect (showing off) which requires treatment and training of the self upon Ikhlass (sincerity).  And Al-Riyaa’ is of different levels: 
1) The one who seeks to please other than Allah in his deeds but he wants people to think that he is like them- i.e. like the one who would pray if he were amongst the people that pray but if he was alone he wouldn’t pray.  This is a sign of hypocrisy in fact.  Allah says:  


An-Nisaa’ (4)-142: Verily, the hypocrites seek to 
deceive Allâh, but it is He Who deceives them.  And 
when they stand up for As-Salât (the prayer), they 
stand 
with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do 
not remember Allâh but little.
2) The second category of Al-Riyaa’ is that his intent is Allah but if people see him then he becomes motivated in the worship and beautifies it.  

From the way of Mahmoud bin Labeed radi Allahu ‘anhu 
narrated from the Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam: Oh 
people, beware of the shirk al-sira’ir (the shirk which is hidden).  
They said: Oh Messenger of Allah what is this shirk?  He said: 
the person stands to pray then he beautifies his prayer because 
when he sees people looking at him, this is the shirk al-sira’ir.  
This hadith was graded as good in it’s narration by Imaam Ath-
Thahabi rahimahulah and sheikh Albanee rahimahulah said that it 
is hasan.

This type of showing off relates to the description of Al’Ibaadah.  
It’s quality, not it’s origin and this is forbidden because it reflects 
magnification of the created.  

3) The person’s intention is to Allah in addition to showing off but he doesn’t refrain from showing off.  This is the kind that invalidates the deeds wal ‘ayathu bilah.  

A person indulges in the worship and leaves it and then people praise him.  Thereupon he is settled upon their praise and is pleased by that.  This takes him off the hardship of his worship and looks for the praise of the people, this also indicates a hidden riyaa’ in his heart.  And the people differ in terms of the extent of this 4th type.  As to people praising the person upon a righteous deed which he did, without him seeking their praise then this is not riyaa’.  So if the person does an action sincerely for Allah and people praise him.  While he does not really like for them to know of his action but he is pleased by the favor of Allah on him, His Favor of success upon him; then there is no harm in that.  Allah Ta’ala says:

Yunus (10)-58: Say: "In the Bounty of Allâh, and in 
His Mercy (i.e. Islâm and the Qur'ân); -therein let 
them 
rejoice." That is better than what (the wealth) 
they amass.
And from the hadith of Abi Dharr radi Allahu ta’ala ‘anhu who said: 
Oh Messenger of Allah, you see the person doing the good action or good deed and people praise him upon that or for that.  The Prophet sallah Allahu alayhi wassalam said hasten the glad tidings for the believer.
And as to swearing by other than Allah, the Prophet salla Allahu‘alayhi wassalam said: 
Anyone who swears or takes an oath by other than Allah, then he has committed Shirk.  This is reported by Imam Ahmed with an authentic chain of narration from ‘Umar Bin Khattab radi Allahu ta’ala 
‘anhu.  Also narrated by Abu Dawud and Tirmidi who said its chain is authentic.  This is of the lesser shirk which the prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam forbade.  
In the hadith reported by Ibn ‘Umar which was raised to the Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam:  
Allah forbids that you swear by your fathers.  Whoever wants to swear, let him swear by Allah, otherwise keep silent.  And the people of knowledge are on the agreement and consensus that it is forbidden to swear by other than Allah.

Imam Ibn Abdul-Bar rahimahulah said that it is not permissible to swear by other than Allah by way of consensus. 
This could turn to be a greater shirk if the one who makes the swearing believes that the one he swears upon has certain qualities of divinity and thus amplifies him to the extent that he swears by him because of that.  This can take the person outside the fold of Islam because this constitutes greater shirk.  
Also the Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam warned from another type of shirk and this is the shirk in wording-in statements.  Where he said:  Don’t say Allah willed and such and such willed; rather say what Allah willed then such and such willed.  This is reported by Abu Dawud with an authentic chain of narration to Huthaifah radi Allah u ta’ala ‘anhuma.
This was also called shirk in one narration from Qatila radi Allahu ta’ala ‘anhu who mentioned that:
A Jew came to the Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam and said you commit shirk when you say what Allah willed and I willed and that you say wal-Ka’bah (by the Ka’bah) so the Prophet sallah allahu ‘alayhi wassalam commanded them that if you want to swear then swear by saying wal rabbul Ka’ba – by the Lord of the Ka’ba.  And to say what Allah willed then what you willed (Ibn Kathir said that the chain of narration of this report is ikhtilaaf regarding its isnaad.  Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar considered its isnaad is good as in Al-Isaaba and Shaykh Muqbil bin Hadi Al-Wadi rahimahulah said that it is sahih in his Sahih Musnad).  
Also from the similar type of wording is for the person to say had it not been for Allah and so and so and the correct wording is to say had it not been for Allah then so and so.  
Also like saying: I seek refuge in Allah and you.  The correct wording is I seek refuge in Allah THAN in you.  

Also like adding certain things and their occurrence to other than Allah.  This opposes the perfection of Tawheed like saying for example: had it not been for the guard the thief would have come or had it not been for the medicine I would’ve been destroyed.  All of this opposes the perfection of Tawheed.  
So all of these things must be added to the will of Allah and to Allah initially and if the cause is to be mentioned and its benefit then the person should say, if it were not for Allah then such and such, why?  Like Shaykh Abdur-Rahman bin Sa’di rahimahulah said: so that it will be known that the causes are linked to Allah’s pre-decree.  
So the less shirk as entailed earlier does not necessitate apostasy nor does it necessitate eternal stay in Hell if the person is punished for it, but it opposes the perfection of the obligated Tawheed.  
These are the 3 categories of the lesser shirk swearing by other than Allah and riyaa’ and the hidden shirk.  And it is permissible like Shaykh Bin Baz rahimahulah mentioned: it is permissible to categorize shirk into 2 types only: Akbar wa Asghar-greater and lesser.  And that the hidden shirk is part of both.  It occurs in the greater shirk like the shirk of the hypocrites because they conceal their futile creeds and put in the outward Islam as a way of show off and fearing for themselves and its also part of the lesser shirk as in the hadiths described earlier.  This categorization was also previously categorized by Imam Ibnul Qayyim rahimahulah and Shaykh Bin Baz rahimahulah preponderated it.  One should be very much concerned with the issue of lesser shirk especially the aspect which we talked about which is the hidden where the person may indulge in it while he fears not, because it is more hidden then what we often think.  And thus we must strive to shun off this hidden aspect of shirk and seeking refuge in Allah, seeking His help in that.  

In one narration from Abi Musa Al-Ash’ari radi Allahu ta’ala ‘anhu who said:

The Prophet sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wassalam one day admonished us in a sermon saying: Oh people, fear this type of shirk because it is more hidden then the creeping of the ant.  So someone said how can we protect ourselves from it when it is more hidden then the creeping of the ant oh Messenger of Allah.  He said: Say: Allahumma inni na’uthu bika an-Nushrika bika shay’ an na’malu wa nastaghfiruka li ma la na’malu.  (Oh Allah we seek refuge in you from committing shirk in that which we know, meaning to be shirk and we seek refuge in you from that which we don’t know of)  (Reported by Imaam Ahmed rahimahulah).  
